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IN THIS ISSUE| GRANTGs ToMB OPEN HOURS REDUCED
O n August 28, the National Park periodically on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, but

Tomb Hours Cut Service (NPS) announced that open the surveillance they offer would be limited.

1 A . .
Tight Budget, Less Access J drf] ours ff.o rd Gr a nkt ‘?hs T &P defiti@ntids RavdbRen apparent at the
[ﬁ U(_’te Iromdste"‘;:‘ to 'b"l‘? _I‘:"ys Zwee '(‘;V't site since the overlook pavilion was reopened
. B € siie closed to the public Tuesdays an last year. It is not uncommon for only one
PreS/dgnt/a/ Library 1 Wednesdays during the fall and winter ranger to be present, and there are currently no
A New Milestone for USGA months. Superintendent Shirley McKinney volunteers at the site. In an effort to staff the
stated that this decision was a reflection of pavilion and steer visitors there before they visit_ ,
DC Grant Memorial budget constra in ts and théﬁoﬁﬁpfropek hcﬂébsttc?ﬂ{e"rd?n'& S . i It i
A call for | qc 2 regrettable this step {hRughobtth€ ayHad bben fmitddRRnohai d,
all tor Improved Care fbut in order to insure a quality visitor open days, with the monument effectively

) experience at Presiden pos&ldifylcétdin hbdrsttrander Spbn N 9
Artifact Donated to GN 5 place, we determined that closing on the days across the street. That has left some visitors

1897 Dedication Day Progr: the site is least visited _W|II allow us to better with the impression that the site is closed, as
use the resources available to us to serve the reflected in correspondence the GMA has
public on days with higher visitation.o T h e periodically received from disappointed visitors
new hours became effective October 2, but since last year. The GMA will take up this issue
the site shall return to its seven-day schedule at its upcoming board meeting and seek
between Memorial Day and Labor Day. corrective action from the federal government.

The Tomb had expanded from a Concerned citizens are encouraged to write
Wednesday to Sunday schedule to seven their congressmen and the Secretary of the
days a week in 1994, when a number of Interior requesting adequate funding to staff the
corrective measures were being pursued at site seven days a week. We also invite anyone
the site. GMA President Frank Scaturro who can do so to offer their services to the NPS
called the recent deci ssiawaluntdenatthetsiep backwar ds
for Grantds Tombo and c yddé the irfeht SchedilleSthedieflobk!
site security as well as visitor access. Since pavilion will be open Thursday to Monday, from
1994, the site has had nighttime security for 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and ranger talks will be
the hours when the Tomb is closed, but it given there at 11:15, 1:15, and 3:15. Self-

would be vulnerable without a daytime ranger  gyided tours of the Tomb will be available

presence two days a week. McKinney noted  Thyrsday to Monday at 10:00-11:00, Noon-1:00,
that there shall be park rangers from Hamilton  5.00.3:00. and 4:00-5:00. The site is closed

Grange, a sister NPS site located in Harlem, Thanksgiving and Christmas (December 25).
roving the area around Grantodos Tomb

GRANT ASSOCIATION DEDICATES PRESIDENTIAL
LIBRARY AT MISSISSIPPISTATE UNIVERSITY

WP
Grant Monument Association

lysses S. Grant now has a presidential MSUGO6s Mitchell Memor i al L i
libraryd and its proud host is a home to the USGAO6s massive
university in the deep South. This materials since the death in 2008 of Dr. John Y.

striking development, brought about by the Simon, executive director of the USGA and

Ulysses S. Grant Association (USGA) in managing editor of The Papers of Ulysses S.

cooperation with Mississippi State University Grant. Dr. Simon had founded the USGA in

(MSU), was formally announced in May at the 1962 primarily to compil e

USGAS6s annual me et i ng, papers,which turned out to be voluminous. Dr.

the organizati onds 50t JohnF.Marszalek, a nationally recognized Civil

observance. The library is one of only five War scholar and MSU Giles Distinguished

presidential libraries housed at universities Professor Emeritus, was nal

and the only one located far from the successor by the USGA. The final volume of the

presidentds home.

Sed IBRARY, page 3
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CONCERNS OVER CONDITION OF GRANT MEMORIAL

n September 2011, the GMA and a new protective coat of wax will surprisingly given the prominence of
submitted letters to the Secretary of need to be applied to the sculptures. the location, the treatment of the Grant
the Interior, Ken Salazar, and NPS A wax coating would protect the Memorial is long overdue. It has been
Director Jonathan Jarvis expressing the bronze portion of the monument and over ten years since it was cleaned or
organizationds concer preventdisamlarationt h e given a protective coating.
condition of the Ulysses S. Grant Unfortunately, and perhaps This state of affairs prompted lllinois
Memorial in Washington D.C. The State Comptroller Judy Baar Topinka
memorial, which most prominently : : — e to spearhead a letter-writing campaign

features Grant on horseback in one of the
largest equestrian statues in the world,
stands at the base of the West Front of
the U.S. Capitol Building. It is one of the
most acclaimed works of art of its kind,
and it includes other sculptures depicting
various components of the Union army
and harrowing battle scenes. The
memorial was created by the sculptor
Henry Merwin Shrady, whose father was a
physician who attended President Grant
during his final illness.

In recent years, the bronze pieces of the
Grant Memorial have taken on a greenish
blue hue typical of the oxidation process

i

to Secretary Salazar and Director
Jarvis last Fall. In addition to Topinka,
letters requesting corrective action

Weathering and discoloration of the Grant
Memorial is visible from every angle g

that occurs in the outdoors. In
some places, rain has caused
the color to run off to the marble
pedestals upon which the

sculptures stand. In order to

restore the Grant Memorial to its
original state, a thorough

cleaning of the entire monument o

SeeDC MEMORIAL, page 3

DEDICATION DAY PROGRAM DONATED TO GMA

inding a jewel in a junkpile is knew what the program represented and The GMA did not publicize the gift
everyoneds dr eam, wdndeted ifjitavas genaireed earlier because a TV reality show had first
the eye and opportunities of a Nick Sothebyods told them Giith sy q05N jDhigMoglga and his

DiMola. DiMola is not an archeologistor g thentic and conservatively valued it at pilot episode recorded DiMola giving the

treasure hunter, at least not officially. His $200. Since the item had not previously program to GMA representatives Frank

company, DiMola Brothers, is a rubbish come up for auction, a bidding war could Scaturro and Edward Hochman, but the

removal and interior demolition company drive the price higher. DiMola, however, show ultimately was never aired. (You

based in Queens. thought it belonged back at the can find a promotion for the program at

In January 2011, on a routine job atan  monument, so he generously donated itto ~ the following website:
Upper East Side apartment in Manhattan,  the GMA. (The NPS, which administers www.pietown.tv/Shows/junked.html.)
DiMola unearthed a program from the the Tomb, declined the item, reportedly Scaturro hailed Di Mol a

dedication of Gr ant 6 becaliseihdireadyrhask@i@srof the
Ni ckds brother Ant ho prggram m itshaichival cotlegtiorb)u f f , Seel897 PROGRAMpage 4


http://www.pietown.tv/Shows/junked.html
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DC MEMORIAL CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

came from United States Senators Richard ~ damage during the earthquake that hitthe ~ Topinka has stated that her office is
Durbin and Mark Kirk, the Ulysses S. Grant  region on August 23, 2011. The damage to  actively participating with all of the

Association, and the GMA. The letters the Washington Monument has been tntetested parties to ensur.e.the statue
asked that those responsible for the extensive, and it has forced the closure of is given the attention that it is due, and
memorial look into the situation and take the  the structure to the public until repairs can they are closely monitoring the
necessary steps to ensure that it would be be completed. Th eopeN PRIagress pnithg Washington o e
cleaned and restored. ithyth@®pengaieatdr i al i s | oMogument. Once that work is

overdue for restoratio @nc@theﬁ/\fa@ti'i’ldton Sh@nient & Ffeo completed, they will follow up to ensure
wrote on behalf of the GMA. opened, maintains the NPS, the agency wil that the Grant Memorial, proudly sitting

The NPS has responded to the letters by be able to turn their attention to other in f ront o f. what may b
Lo o ) e . ; most familiar landmark, is not forgotten
indicating that their priority at the momentis  priorities, including the proper cleaning and by those charged with its care
the repair of the Washington Monument on restoration of the Ulysses. S. Grant y 9 ’
the National Mall, which sustained significant Memorial. A spokesman for Judy Baar

LIBRARY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Papers, Number 32, was completed by can learn about America through a leader almost every important surviving

Marszalek and officially published at the May during its most transformative period. He document related to the president,

meeting. The USGAOGs totdenhhepAspect at 5 on ditlenird original oym ofias acomy. a gr e a

preparation of the first scholarly edition of deal of educating and inspiring still to come Marszalek hopes that by connecting

Gr a nMe@airs, which will be published in the years ahead with a man who . the public to Grant through his own

with previously unused original manuscripts.  represented the best of this country even legacy Wi
AiwWe are extremely grdtetne BStW@SUI95§EE&Q*t‘ebttbellévérinﬂﬁé|§eat?tatas

S. Grant Association for entrusting The Grant Presidential Collection consists  historians we have an obligation to the

Mississippi State University with the long- of some 15,000 linear feet of general public to present an accurate

term responsibility for managing and correspondence, research notes, artifacts, history of the United

showcasing this treasure trove of V|tal
American history,
President Mark E.
university feels a deep bond with this
organization and a shared vision for
what a marvelous resource this
collection is and what it can and will
become. 0 The occ
on May 18 by a ribbon cutting for the
new presidential library at the exhibit
area on the first floor of the Mitchell
Memorial Library.

The ribbon cutting was followed by
dinner at the Grisham Room of the
library. There the main speaker was
the noted Lincoln biographer Ron
White, whose current project is a
biography of Grant. Another
highlight of the 50th anniversary

meeting was the presentation of the - .
USGA's prestigious John Y. Simon ~ The rlbbon is cut for the presndentlal I|brary by (I. to r.) Dr. John Marszal

photographs scrapbooks, and memorabilia. Mar sz al ek . AfHeds gott
rap over ti me. |
inaccurate and filled with

myt hol ogy. 0

Alf your history
accurate and truthful, you're
basing the future on a false
past, 0 Marszal ek
The library will help to set
the record straight on one
of the nationds m
misunderstood leaders.

In the past, researchers
and members of the public
could visit the U
library and look at artifacts
and papers, but, in contrast
to established presidential
libraries, there was no
(?Z(hlblt space. Besides the
néwly opened exhibit

':WV;% \rN:S _Frank gc‘;brrf) ?nt ed Dr. Mark Keenum, and Rhode Island Chief Justice (ret.) Frank Wllllams 3pace, an additional floor is
recognition of his many years of leadership | ncluded is informati [ﬁéqcn;%éﬁgf?ﬁg%ﬂﬁﬁ{s&%dlca&eﬂ 1 dhoo
of the GMA ‘and of hav MHYCAgep @iVl War JiumpRsatenyras ¢

restoreo Grantos To mb COMARNANG pegara,aiter hgwary s G A MISSISSIppI is home to a number of

President Frank J. Williams, the former Chief ~Presidency, and his post-White House years ~ Civil War battlefields, as is neighboring
Justice of Rhode Island. The Simon Award ~ until his death in 1885. There are also 4,000 Tennessee, and MSU hopes the new
honors the late scholar and longtime USGA  Published monographs on various aspects of library will become a nexus of Civil

executive director by recognizing S|gn|f|cant Grantos Ilife and ti me\é/ar—related toufism The digital .
achievement in advanci Aiyli 8bi ssopptcabtate % d fltlth R g Qde"’tn 6s

knowledge about General-President Ulysses ~ source of materials for research about a thougan V?/O eters Vg' er;] yan

S. Grant. o seminal figure in the ﬁnaé\;qd%r}?rrtét)sgn QrFijn 0
Scaturro accepted the award with remarks Mar s z a : ek H not te d ; anT he 50 é‘: mgl:[aqt colle 8“9” |n8IudesT N

focused on the value of the USGA. He accompl 1l shmen or U toout 3@00 0 itens. e

described it as a medium by which citizens Ulysses S. Grant Presidential Library houses
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1897 RROGRAM CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

very admirable, noble gesture. A unique twelve years after his death. The GMA will

glimpse into the past, the program represents provide a scan of the program on its website,

the defining moment in memorializing Grant. Of which is in the process of being updated.

all the artifacts that you have accompanying the DiMola could have saved the

construction of the monument, the program _ program for his own collection, which he

mar ks the culmination. o pegan to amass in the 198
Gr ant 0-greairgramdsan, . b ¥ the 195006s with inte

Ulysses Grant Dietz, called the 2 typography and advertisements

artifact Afascina isit O0ssemad well worth keeping, so he

reminder of how much this i began displaying them on a small

mattered to people," he said. : shelf near his workbench, his only

AfPeople have for ¢y of fice space at the

important the Tomb was as a thing you know, it just keeps

symbol and just Tﬁ‘eﬁmeért'ﬂed ggg-pprpobrarrpaccumulatmg filling the walls,

Bound by a simple white I'ling the ceiling,
string, the program details the pomp and Ailtos part of me. I lTove
circumstance surroundingdOined ToOmpkees€ P doing this
dedication on April 27, 1897, which would have He added, fAWe always show
been Grantos 75th birthdlalySCoVaen iens j"nat€ ¢@ Nodnh el Nt €

readers can track at his blog,

million people came to pay homage that day,
peop pay 9 Y www.welovegarbage.wordpress.caom

The GMA thanks the New York Commandery of the
Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United
States (MOLLUS) for its generous support in
bringing this newsletter to you. Since 1865, Union
officers and their descendants have worked through
MOLLUS to perpetuate the memory of the struggle
for the Union.



